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All the campus is a stage, students merely dancers
UM dancers perform in pieces inspired by widely varying locations
freedom in both making
this concert and seeing
this concert.”
Katie Frutiger, a UM
Some students on
senior who watched the
campus this weekend
performance, said being
poured dirt over their
able to walk around beheads, danced on top
tween dances kept her atof recycling bins and
tention better than many
crawled up staircases
dances performed inside
as a part of UM Dancthe confines of a theater.
ers on Location. The
The dances will also
audience of the sitechange the way she’ll look
specific performance
at certain places on camwalked to eight differpus in the future, she said,
ent spots on campus
such as small white room
throughout the show
in the Fine Arts Building
to see different dances
that she’ll see as an insane
that included a forest
asylum now.
interpretation and a
That dance featured
possible insane asylum
a girl dressed in white
rendition.
sitting on a chair in the
“You can feel the
middle of the room while
emotion on their faces;
five other girls dressed
it’s real and raw,” said
in black ran around her
University of Montana
and slammed against the
sophomore
JoAnna
walls. Another dance
Martz, who watched
featured a girl rolling up
Saturday’s
perforthe stairs to Griz Central
mance with her daughEric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin while music that sounded
ter, Lavender, a 5-yearDespite frigid water and chilling winds, dancers perform “Up Stream,” choreographed by Heidi Jones Eggert and Jes Mullette, for part of Dancers like monks chanting at a
old who ran onto the
on Location. “Up Stream” was one of nine pieces put on by the dance department Friday and Saturday that featured certain areas around campus. funeral played in the backset of one dance to
ground. Other dances took
catch some pink, tie-dyed, plastic performed in the pine grove be- each about five to 10 minutes long, dance is school-run, students act- more of a playful beat, such as
bouncing balls that rolled away tween the Science Complex and started at about noon on Saturday ed as choreographers for six of the “Bumbling Bouncing Balconies,”
from a few dancers.
East Beckwith Street. “It allows and Sunday, with the entire free eight dances.
where performers bounced pink
“You can tell that they didn’t such a deep connection with na- performance lasting about two
“It encourages the audience to plastic balls while busting out a
perform it so many times that they ture. When they pour the dirt on hours. The performance, attract- look at dance in a completely dif- few dramatic hip swings to a song
got burnt out on it, the energy is their heads, you can’t really match ing around 100 people Saturday, ferent way,” said Nicole Bradley titled “Limbo Rock.”
still fresh,” said Martz shortly that feeling anywhere.”
was put on by UM’s School of Browning, producer of UM Dancafter the “forest” dance that was
See DANCE, page 8
The first of the eight dances, Theatre and Dance. Although the ers on Location. “There’s great

Carmen George
Montana Kaimin

Attendance expected to be high Enrollment increases
while economy fails
for UM’s 90th Homecoming
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
A record number of the University of Montana’s newest students,
oldest friends and biggest fans are
expected to celebrate UM’s 90th
Homecoming this week.
The Office of Alumni Relations, which has organized Homecoming every year since 1919, is
offering a smorgasbord of activities during the week leading up to
the parade and football game on
Saturday.
“There’s so many events besides the football game that people
can participate in,” said Jay Kettering, the on-campus events coordinator for the alumni office.
This week is the culmination of
almost a year of planning, Kettering said.
“As soon as Homecoming’s
over, we start planning again for
next year,” he said.

The week officially began with
a kickoff on Sunday at Southgate
Mall, but the celebration begins
in earnest tomorrow with an evening pep rally on the Oval. There
will be fireworks and the annual
traditions of lighting up the “M”
on Mount Sentinel and singing by
the Jubileers on the steps of Main
Hall. Earlier in the day, the dorms
and some offices will compete in a
decorating contest, which will be
judged at 2:30 p.m.
An all-day art fair will take
over the University Center’s first
floor atrium on Thursday and will
last until Saturday. The Food Zoo
will also host a buffet dinner at
5 p.m., which will cost $9.50 for
the public and students without a
meal plan and $3.50 for students
with a meal plan. “Aber Day Kegger,” a documentary about the UM
tradition that last took place 30
years ago, will be shown at the UC

See 90th, page 4

Homecoming events
Wednesday
Yell Night: Outdoor Pep Rally,
8:00 p.m., the Oval
Thursday
Homecoming Art Fair, 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. every day until Saturday, First
Floor Atrium, University Center
Homecoming Dinner, 5:00 p.m., Food
Zoo, Lommasson Center, $9.50 without meal plan, $3.50 with meal plan
“Aber Day Kegger” documentary, 6
p.m. and 8:30 p.m., UC Theater
Friday
Distinguished Alumni Award Ceremony and Reception, 6 p.m., UC Ballroom
Saturday
Homecoming Hustle 5K Race,
9:45 a.m., Higgins Avenue
and Broadway Street
Homecoming Parade, 10 a.m.,
Higgins and University avenues
Homecoming TV Tailgate, 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., East Auxiliary Gym, Adams
Center
Homecoming Game, Griz vs. Cal Poly,
1:05 p.m., Washington-Grizzly Stadium

Cody Bloomsburg
Montana Kaimin
The dour economy has
pushed a record number of students onto the University of
Montana’s campus this year, and
those students are taking more
credits, said UM officials.
In a press release, UM President George Dennison said he
suspects the shaky job scene
played a big part in 714 more
students jumping on board this
fall, and he also said the “national economic burnout” may
have had a hand in the decrease
in non-residents making the trip
to Missoula.
This enrollment increase is
the largest one-year increase that
UM has seen in two decades.
The number of full-time
equivalent (FTE) students also
shot up, from 12,296 last year to
about 12,758 this year. The full-

time equivalent numbers are
generated by dividing the total
number of credit hours taken by
students by 15 for undergraduates and by 12 for graduate students.
While most of the increase
comes from the 464 additional
bodies at the College of Technology, the increase in FTE comes
from the approximate 523 more
FTEs on the main campus,
which only saw a 250 actual student increase from last fall.
FTE at the College of Technology decreased by about 61.
Dennison said in the press
release that the data shows that
students on the main campus
have opted to carry more credits,
that nontraditional students have
enrolled at a higher rate this year
and that retention of first-year
students is also significantly
higher than in the past.
cody.bloomsburg@umontana.edu
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EDITORIAL

Will Melton, News Editor
Montanans are welcoming fall by observing an
annual rite: fighting over
wolves. After last year’s
success in keeping wolves
on the endangered species list, environmentalists
looked strong coming into
this year’s season, bringing
such national powerhouses
as Defenders of Wildlife,
The Humane Society, The
Sierra Club and The Natural Resources Defense

Tuesday, October 6, 2009

The wolf hunt may be a temporary experiment
Council to the fight. The upstart hunters, however, had
the combined force of the
states of Montana and Idaho and a lot of momentum
on their side following the
historic delisting of wolves
from the Endangered Species Act earlier this year.
In the end, the hunters
won the battle, but they may
still lose the war, as environmentalists are still fighting to put wolves back on
the endangered species list.
In the meantime, however, Montanans get to witness a great experiment,
looking at how a year or two
of hunts affects the wolves.
Conservationists claim that

the wolf population will be
set back indelibly. Hunters
and the states claim that
wolves are fully recovered
and that they harass and kill
too much livestock and elk.
In a federal District
Court decision here in Missoula, Judge Donald Molloy
ruled that the environmentalists are likely to win their
upcoming lawsuit against
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Molloy said,
however, that they failed to
prove that continuing the
hunts while the case is being considered would cause
irreparable harm to the wolf
population in the two states.
Molloy’s ruling was cor-

rect. Over 10 days, only
three wolves have been
killed in Montana, and in
nearly four weeks, only nine
wolves have been killed in
Idaho. Nearly 500 wolves
live in Montana and about
1,000 in Idaho. In 25 days,
Idaho’s hunters have managed to kill only 1 percent
of wolves in the state. Even
if the wolves somehow
stopped reproducing, Idaho
would still take nearly seven
years to wipe out the wolf
population at the current
rate.
Of course, the remaining
wolves will keep reproducing. With population growth
rates of about 20 percent per

year in Montana, wolves
will reproduce at a rate far
beyond what humans will
be able to cull in a season.
Further, as more hunters
pursue them, wolves will
become more wary.
So far, because wolves
have had little to worry
about from humans, interaction between the two has
been increasing and has
been detrimental to both.
Wolves have been killing
and harassing livestock, and
many humans have rediscovered their seething distaste for wolves.
A greater fear of humans,
brought about by a bunch of
people combing the woods

Politicking Time Bomb
lot of speculation regarding
America, which has a crucial negotiating position.
After all, the U.S. doesn’t
really have the best track
record when it comes to climate change compromises.
At the 1992 Earth Summit
in Rio, lack of enforcement
mechanisms and target dates
to meet emissions reductions
standards left the U.S. feeling cold to the proposal. The
1997 Kyoto Protocol, which
calls for 40 industrialized nations to reduce emissions to 5
percent below 1990 levels by
2012, was also a contentious
issue despite enforceable penalties. The Clinton administration objected to the fact
that Kyoto gave preferential
treatment to less-developed
countries because of their low
emissions levels. For once, it
paid to be a resident of Namibia.
Despite the support of the
European Union and Japan,
Clinton also objected to the
concessions made to China
and India, where emissions
exceed those of the U.S.
Negotiations over Asia are
still standing in our way, but
so is objection on the home
front.
Before the U.S. can join
the world in Copenhagen, climate change legislation needs
to be addressed in Congress.
A bill to be introduced in
the Senate Environment and

Public Works Committee by
senators Barbara Boxer and
John Kerry sets out to achieve
a reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2020.
The proposal would cut
emissions by 20 percent of
2005 levels — a more ambitious target than the 17 percent reduction proposed by
the House bill — with a target of 83 percent emissions
reduction by 2050.
The Senate hopes to
achieve its goal with a capand-trade system in which
large industries can purchase
multi-billion dollar emissions
credits and trade them beneath a set threshold. In addition, the Senate proposal adds
what is being touted as a “soft
collar” to keep permit prices
within a specified range from
year to year.
As expected, the legislation is controversial, with
industries and individuals
questioning how the government will transform
how energy is consumed.
The Boxer-Kerry bill leaves
questions unanswered, such
as how the credits, which
correspond to carbon tonnages, will be allocated to
industries and how such
trade will be regulated.
Two additional obstacles
stand in the way of the legislation. First is the objection of
several business lobbies with
clients who would be hurt

most by capping emissions
that are mounting huge campaigns in opposition. Second
is the Senate Finance Committee, which oversees the
credit allocations and trade
aspects of the legislation.
The Finance Committee is
currently mired in the health
care debacle and it’s hard to
imagine a great willingness
to tackle such ambitious and
contentious legislation as climate change simultaneously.
The climate on the Hill is
additionally hostile — pun
intended — due to the commotion caused by the introduction of the WaxmanMarkey bill this summer.
The bill contains the controversial concept of emissions offsets, which provide
ways for polluting industries
to get credit for emissions
reductions by paying others
to jump on the emissions reduction bandwagon.
Considering the impending cold front, in the form
of industry opposition and a
flurry of separate bills, having legislation for Obama
to sign before Copenhagen
seems nearly impossible.
If Copenhagen fails, we’ll
have to prepare for not only
a way to thaw global relations with our climate-conscious world brethren, but
a massive thaw in a lot of
other things, as well.
andrew.dusek@umontana.edu

Support public opinion for
health care
Tuesday, Sept. 29 I was
impressed to see the number of students who showed
their support at the noon
health care rally on the UM
oval. It was heartening to
see that students grasp the
importance of supporting
health care reform in America.
It is a mystery to me that
anyone would oppose a substantial public option given
the current rates of Americans who either don’t have
or can’t get health insurance, and therefore any or
adequate medical treatment.
It is time to put the private
insurance companies in
check and make sure that
all citizens are getting the
health care they deserve.
For those who are unsure
of the specifics of the current debate going on in the
senate regarding health care
reform, it is important to understand what exactly a public option would mean for
America. A public option
would not replace private
insurance. It would simply
offer a government-run insurance policy as an option
for those who can’t get or
don’t want to have a private
policy. It would put private
companies in check and
ensure that all Americans

have health care available
to them. Right now, Senator
Baucus’ reform bill, one of
a few proposed health care
reform bills in the senate,
is the only Democrat-proposed bill not including a
public option. This is good
for private insurance companies, but makes the reform useless to the American public.
Although a state panel
rejected a government-run
insurance public option
this Tuesday, it was by a
slim margin. There is still
a good chance that the 60
senate votes needed to push
the bill forward will be obtained. It’s not over yet, and
there is still hope and work
to be done to pressure Baucus, a leading player in the
health care debate, to step
forward and support a public option. So, by calling,
signing petitions, and writing letters, please keep letting Baucus know that you
support the public option
and want him, as your voice
in the senate, to propose a
bill that includes a hearty
public option. It is vital that
all Americans are treated as
equals and are given equal
access to adequate health
care.
Kendra Higgins
Senior, exercise science
UM Student Healthcare Coalition

Montana Kaimin
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 112th
year, is published by the students
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Missoula. The UM School of
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assumes no control over policy or
content.
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Letters to the
Editor

By Andrew Dusek

‘You’re hot then you’re cold,
you’re yes then you’re no’
I’m sure you’ve heard
the old codgers say, “If
you don’t like the weather
in Montana, just wait five
minutes.” As a native of
this state, I can testify to the
truth in those words. But I
find myself surprised as I
sit here freezing, listening
to the blustering wind while
I’m California dreaming on
such a winter’s day.
I’m aware that it’s October, but the season changed
so quickly I feel like I have
whiplash. With fall comes a
slate of new legislative proposals in Congress. Aside
from that little thing called
health care that’s supposedly getting reformed, the
other big agenda item moving in, like the warm oscillation of El Nino currents
in the Pacific, is climate
change legislation.
I know what you’re thinking: We live in Montana.
Climate change is nothing
new to us. But in Congress,
no one seems to understand
it, despite the country’s rush
to address it before the United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Copenhagen,
Denmark.
The December conference, titled COP-15, will
be the next global summit
set to address climate mitigation beyond 2012 as outlined by the Bali roadmap.
Needless to say, there is a

with wolves in their crosshairs, will push them farther into the backcountry.
There, they will have less
interaction with livestock
and people and will be able
to live in relative peace, as
both they and we deserve.
Importantly, if environmentalists win their suit and
wolves are put back under
the auspices of the Endangered Species Act, this historic hunting season will
serve as a guide to whether
the wolf population is sustainable with a controlled
hunt and whether humanwolf interaction improves
as a result.
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Missoula citizens re-enact fight for free speech
Laura Lundquist
Montana Kaimin
A raucous crowd gathered in
the street at the corner of Higgins Avenue and Front Street. The
evening sun glinted off the glassy
face of the new building across
the street, and the reflection spotlighted a man in early 20th-century garb preparing to address the
crowd.
That man, Greg Gordon, narrated a re-enactment of the 1909
Free Speech Fight on Friday evening that was part of the 100th
anniversary of the fight for free
speech in Missoula. Gordon was
joined by a cast of 15 players, including University of Montana
students and City Council members.
A crowd of close to 100 people
paused on their way to First Friday
art exhibits to listen to the speeches and join in the spirit of the
30-minute melodrama. As actors
playing union leaders were arrested, the crowd booed and chanted,
“Let them go!” They cheered and
clapped when the leaders were
freed, unknowingly mimicking
the actions of the crowds a century
ago.
Missoula is the site of the first
fight for free speech in the nation. During the early 1900s,
union organizers would preach
in the streets to recruit workers,
and many U.S. city leaders outlawed such activity. The laws went

against the 1st Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution guaranteeing
free speech, so workers made a
stand in Missoula. On that same
corner at Higgins and Front, they
resisted authorities for weeks.
They triumphed when the City
Council backed down.
Members of the local Independent Workers of the World, a
labor union, celebrate the October event each year but wanted to
do something big for the century
mark. Vicki Watson, an environmental studies professor, played
the police chief in the re-enactment and helped organize the
event. She worked with Missoula
civic organizations for a year to
get support for the re-enactment,
plus a historic marker and a monument.
“We have approval to place a
suitable monument somewhere,”
Watson said. “We want it to be a
solid soapbox near the Florence
clock, since the clock is already an
obstacle. That way, people won’t
trip over it.”
Philip Maechling, Missoula’s
Historic Preservation officer, said
the street corner has been nominated as one of Montana’s Historic Places, and it will become
part of Missoula’s Historic Tour.
If accepted as a historic place, the
Historical Society will donate a
special marker.
Gordon, a history graduate
student, teaches a class on La-

Drew Vetere/Montana Kaimin

Jay Bostrom and Brent Rowley are jailed during the Free Speech Fight re-enactment on Friday. Bostrom and Rowley are playing
the parts of Jack Jones and the young logger Appleby, respectively.

bor, Capitalism and Nature in the
American West, so this event was
right up his alley. He recruited a
handful of his students to act in the
play, and the rest of the class added
their voices to the crowd.
Clem Work, a UM journalism
professor, played the part of the
judge, decked out with gavel and
bowler hat. Work then headed
over to the Union Hall to answer
questions from the crowd follow-

ing a free viewing of “Jailed for
their Words,” a recent film documenting the victims of Montana’s
1918 sedition law. The film is
based upon his book, “Darkest
Before Dawn.” Work said this
was a big event compared to last
year.
“Only three participants were
there when I showed up last year,”
Work said. “They told me to get up
on the soapbox and say something.

I felt silly since people didn’t know
why we were there. But, it really
gave me an appreciation for how
those early speakers must have
felt.”

MK

laura.lundquist@umontana.edu

Montana Kaimin
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90th
From page 1
theater at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
The annual distinguished alumni award ceremony will begin on
Friday at 6 p.m., honoring alumni
Leon Billings, James Wylder and
the late William Veazey.
Along with Saturday’s parade,
two events will be returning from
last year: the Homecoming Hustle,
a 5K race starting at 9:45 a.m., and
the TV Tailgate, where Saturday’s
Homecoming game will be shown

on a big screen in the Adams Center and food and drinks will be for
sale.
Kettering expects the parade to
be the biggest it’s ever been, with
an estimated 2,500 participants
and some 10,000 spectators expected to watch.
“I think Homecoming is just a
special time for both the university and the community,” Kettering
said. “It’s just one of those times
of year when we really open ourselves to the public.”

Tuesday, October 6, 2009

Wicked windfall

kimball.bennion@umontana.edu

M
K
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Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin

The “All People Tree” lies broken and torn outside its fenced enclosure. Late Saturday night, the high winds tore the tree from
its roots and smashed it into the kiosk by Main Hall. The Committee for Campus and Facilities and with the campus Arboretum
Committee are working to replace the tree as soon as possible.
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Griz notebook: Spikers triumph while soccer team trips up

Sophomore Lynn Reynolds (206) and
freshman Quinton Decker (210) lead a
pack of runners up a hill on the University Golf Course during the Montana Invitational Saturday. Reynolds
finished first for the Grizzlies and third
overall, while Decker was Montana’s
fourth finisher, earning ninth overall.
Greg Lindstrom/ Montana Kaimin
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

The Montana women’s cross country team gets off to an early lead Saturday at the Montana Invitational, held at the UM Golf Course. The women’s team
took first place in the meet, placing three runners in the top four.

Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
Volleyball
In a season full of tough luck
and disappointment, the Griz volleyball team finally decided it had
seen enough.
Already down a set and facing a 24-20 deficit in the second,
Montana rallied to capture a
much-needed 17-25, 28-26, 25-22,
25-11 home victory over Weber
State Saturday.
The win came on the heels of a
four-set home loss to Idaho State
Friday, which had marked the
team’s fifth defeat in six matches
since junior outside hitter Amy
Roberts suffered a season-ending
knee injury on Sept. 12.
Montana coach Jerry Wagner
said the Weber win was the kind
of dramatic match that season
turning points are made of.
“There’s a lot of ebbs and flows
in volleyball and that one had it
all,” Wagner said.

On a night that hinged on a few
crucial points, the Griz needed all
the power and precision they could
get from Jaimie Thibeault. The
All-Conference middle blocker
delivered time after time, hitting
a career-best .692 and matching a
career high with 18 kills.
Thibeault’s biggest contribution
came in the second set rally, when
she came up with two back-toback stuffs of three-time All-Big
Sky outside hitter Chelsea Bair.
But Thibeault’s wasn’t the only
standout performance.
Senior Taryn Wright notched
42 assists and freshman Paige
Branstiter and sophomore Brittany Quick both added seven kills
apiece to give the Griz their second conference win.
Wagner said his team has tried
to make up for Roberts’s absence
with sheer resolve, and the result
was the outcome of three factors:
practice, practice, practice.
“This was a testament to how
hard we’ve worked,” Wagner said.
The win improves Montana
to 6-10 overall and 2-3 in confer-

ence play and drops the Wildcats
to 3-13 overall, 2-4 in the league.
Montana continues its fourgame home stand Friday against
Northern Arizona (4-9, 1-3) and
Saturday versus Northern Colorado (10-7, 4-0).

Soccer
A lapse in concentration 20
seconds into the second half cost
the UM women’s soccer team
what would have been its biggest
result of the year.
University of Washington forward McKenna Waitley slipped in
behind the defense just after the
halftime whistle sounded to hand
the Huskies a surprisingly tight
1-0 over the Griz Saturday in Seattle.
For 2-9-0 Montana, which
came out strong after a 7-0 shelling at the hands No. 4 Portland a
day earlier, the effort against the
8-2-1 Huskies was impressive.
But Griz coach Neil Sedgwick
said for him, the narrow loss was a
double-edged sword. On one hand,
he was proud of his team for sticking close; on the
other, the fact that
they had come so
near a draw and
lost on one mental mistake was
tough to swallow.
“It was encouraging to be
able to hang with
such a talented
team,” Sedgwick
said. “But to play
so well for 90
minutes and to
lose focus right
after half is always frustrating.”
For the Griz,
who have also
squared
off
against
major
Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin
conference foes
Junior libero Brittney Brown saves the ball and helps tie the game at 24–24 against Weber State.
Iowa, Iowa State,
After being down for most the match, UM kept its momentum to win it back at 28–26 Saturday
Minnesota, UC
night.

Davis and BYU, all the experience
hasn’t paid off in wins, but should
help the young Montana side as
they open conference play.
Sedgwick said his team has
faced all the firepower it could
handle, and will be all the better
for it in the upcoming seven league
games.
“There all kinds of lessons
learned when you go up against
the kinds of opponents we’ve
faced,” Sedgwick said. “You can’t
help but think that’s going to do
nothing but help us in conference.”
The Griz head to Pocatello
Thursday to open Big Sky play
against a 5-4-0 Idaho State club
coming off a three-game winning
streak before hosting 4-6-0 Weber
State at home Saturday.
Tennis
They hail from different countries thousands of miles apart, but
when Mikolaj Borkowski and Carl
Kuschke hit the court, they are as
close as anyone.
That chemistry helped Poland’s
Borkowski and South Africa’s
Kuschke reach their second doubles final of the season Sunday at
the Eastern Washington/Gonzaga
Invitational in Cheney.
Though Idaho’s Lachlan Reed
and Alex Joitoiu outlasted senior Borkowski and sophomore
Kuschke 8-6 for the title, the push
proved the Montana duo has become a serious doubles threat as
the season swings into backstretch.
Kuschke says he and Borkowski have had no trouble meshing.
“We started playing together
last year and we’ve gotten to know
each other and like each other really well,” Kuschke said. “We both
have a similar mindset and that
helps in doubles.”
The steady pair doesn’t have a
lot of power, but can both consistently return serves and keep opponents on their toes.
They have similar games,
but each supplements the other’s

strengths. Borkowski likes to play
to the forehand, while Kuschke relies on his backhand.
Borkowski said the combination has been more than the sum
of its parts.
In the singles draw this weekend, both players joined teammates Raydner Ramos and Michael Facey in the round of 16,
where they went down in straight
sets.
Borkowski said, while the
team’s singles performances have
been underwhelming so far this
year, he hopes his and Kuschke’s
efforts will spur the squad to new
heights.
“I don’t think any of us have
been pleased with our singles results so far,” Borkowski said. “But
playing together, we can continue
to make each other much better
and help the team.”
Cross Country
Senior standout Katrina Drennen’s individual win led the Griz
women’s cross country team to
victory Saturday morning at the
Montana Invitational.
Drennen finished with a time
17:52 in the women’s five-kilometer race, while Montana State
senior Matt Adams won the men’s
eight-kilometer race in 24:43,
pushing the Bobcat men to a win.
The Montana men took second,
led by sophomore Lynn Reynolds,
who took third with 24:59.
The Griz women placed three
runners — Drennan, junior Brooke
Andrus and sophomore Kesslee
Payne — in the top four, taking
the team title with 23 points. Gonzaga was second with 52 points,
the College of Idaho third with 78
points, Montana State fourth with
90 points and Eastern Washington
fifth with 173 points.
The Bobcat men took four of
the top six spots to win the team
title with 27 points, followed by
Montana at 40 points, the College
of Idaho with 85 points, Eastern
Washington with 90 points and
Gonzaga with 129 points.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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Local research and personal testimonies
document the medicinal properties
of cannabis and its derivatives

Medical
Marijuana
Read the first
installment of the series
at www.montanakaimin.com

Story and photos by
Jayme Fraser
Part two of a
three-part series

Deni Llovet, a family
nurse practitioner,
organized River City
Family Health’s first
medical marijuana
clinic after a patient
with chronic back
pain committed
suicide.
“Two and a half years ago, I
had a client who was really suffering,” Llovet said. “We had tried
everything and finally I said, ‘You
know, I hear that marijuana could
help.’”
When the patient asked if it
was legal, Llovet said no. She did
not know about the state’s exemption.
“She bought cannabis from
her 27-year-old son and it worked
wonders,” Llovet said. “But her
family did not approve, so she
killed herself because her pain
was so great.
“I should have known it was
legal. That’s when I realized that I
was missing the beat.”
Nearly 700 medical studies of
cannabis and its derivatives are
published each year that confirm
their useful medical properties,

said Tom Daubert, who led the
campaign to establish the Montana law and later founded the patient support group Patients and
Families United.
In 2002, adjunct University
of Montana professor and local
neurologist Dr. Ethan Russo researched the long-term effects,
positive and negative, of smoking
marijuana as a medical treatment.
Russo’s team, which included
a UM grad student, evaluated
four remaining members of the
FDA’s Compassionate Investigational New Drug program.
Though the program no longer
accepts new patients, the remaining four are provided with four
to eight ounces of governmentgrown, cured marijuana each
week as treatment for serious
illnesses such as glaucoma and
multiple sclerosis.
“The Missoula Study,” as it
was nicknamed, concluded the
medical use of marijuana relieved
pain, muscle spasms and intra-eye
pressure. The researchers recommended that the program be reopened or that states develop laws
to accommodate patients in serious need.
“While some 13 American
states allow medicinal use of
cannabis for certain conditions,
it remains illegal under federal
law,” Russo said. “One possible
solution to this situation would
be FDA approval of a cannabisbased medicine so that it could
be prescribed. Because of the side
effects of smoking and variability in herbal cannabis without
standardization, it is extremely
unlikely that it could attain FDA
approval.”
Most recent research delves
into the relationship of phytocannabinoids found in marijuana
plants, such as THC, and endocannabinoids, their counterparts
produced in the human body.
When a medical marijuana patient

takes a dose, most of the phytocannabinoids engage with cells of
the nervous system in conjunction
with the endocannabinoids already present to produce a variety
of effects, including pain relief.
Russo continued to research
and synthesize these cannabinoids as senior medical adviser for GW Pharmaceuticals to
help develop a cannabis-based
oral spray. The product, called
Sativex, is approved in Canada
to treat cancer pain and multiple
sclerosis.
But until it is approved in the
U.S. or the cost of similar cannabis-derivatives decreases, physicians such as Llovet say they will
continue to recommend the leafier
medical counterpart.
Llovet said she prefers to recommend marijuana over opiate
painkillers because it does not
have the side effects, physical addictions or overdoses commonly
seen among patients prescribed
morphine or Oxycontin, for example.
“If you wanted to kill yourself
with cannabis, you would have to
smother yourself under bales of
it,” Llovet said. “Overdose is easy
with prescription pain killers.”
Using medical marijuana or
its pharmaceutical derivatives in
conjunction with other painkillers
can provide superior relief and
reduce the risk of developing a
tolerance to opiate prescriptions,
Russo said.
Sitting at Food For Thought,
Llovet was wrapped up in her excitement. Her coffee grew cold as
she talked about the clinics where
she works with others to identify
the best treatments, sometimes including medical marijuana.
Contrary to what she expected,
Llovet said the clinics don’t see
recreational users looking for a
loophole.
“We see the little old ladies,

See CANNABIS, page 7
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the old man living out in the
woods and once we went out to a
car to help a quadriplegic. We are
seeing people who haven’t seen
a health care practitioner in 30
years,” Llovet said. “We really are
providing a public service. Our
job is to make sure they really do
qualify, and we want to give them
suggestions on how to improve
their health, whether that includes
medical marijuana or not.”
At River City Family Health,
visiting the clinic costs $200 for
the patient, who must also register for an appointment and submit medical records in advance,
though qualifying individuals
without records are also allowed
to attend.
When a prospective patient arrives at the clinic, a nurse gives
him a physical before passing the
chart to Llovet, who speaks with
each individual for at least 15
minutes about his medical history
and suggests all possible treatments. The person and chart then
move to the final stage for a consultation with Dr. Michael Geci,
who may sign a physician’s recommendation for medical marijuana if he believes the patient
legally qualifies and the treatment
seems appropriate.
After receiving a doctor’s recommendation, the person applies
for a patient registry card with the
state Department of Public Health
and Human Services and can designate one person as a caregiver.
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Students ask Jason Christ questions last Wednesday about Montana’s medical marijuana program. Christ, creator of Montana Caregivers Network, set up in the UC to reach out to students in serious pain with no knowledge of the progam.

Each patient is allowed to grow
six plants for their medicine and
possess one ounce of usable marijuana. If they name a caregiver,
that person can tend six plants and
hold one ounce for each patient
they assist.
“We are not affiliated with
caregivers,” Llovet said. “We do
recommend you enter into a relationship with a caregiver you
trust.”
Daubert said many people
designate a spouse or close
friend as a caregiver, but often it
is difficult because most people
do not have experience growing
cannabis.

“These are the only patients
in the world growing their own
medicine,” Daubert said. “Contrary to what a lot of people think,
growing medical marijuana is not
so simple. It takes months to grow
a plant.”
In February, Daubert led a
group of patients, caregivers and
activists to the state capitol, where
they sought to improve the law’s
functionality through Senate Bill
No. 326, which died in a House
committee after passing Senate.
“The House legislature was
evenly divided (between parties)
and a lot of bills couldn’t make it
out of committee,” Daubert said.

“It’s some part political fluke and
partly because it was brand new
information to many of the representatives. We got more support
than I’d expected, however.”
The bill, created by Daubert
and other PFU associates, sought
to expand the law’s list of qualifying illnesses, allowing patients to

Kaimin

obtain medicine from any registered caregiver, establish inventory audits under certain conditions,
increase the amount of medical
marijuana a patient and caregiver
can possess and alter the definition of a mature plant to make it
easier for patients to maintain a
steady flow of medicine.
“We’ve likened our law to being allowed to have six tomato
plants, but only one tomato and
needing one in the fridge tomorrow to guarantee your medicine,”
Daubert said. “Let me see you
grow the plants and follow that
rule. That’s what we are asking
them to do.”
And for people who choose not
to grow themselves or who need
larger amounts for relief, they
rely on their caregivers to provide
consistently as they, too, abide by
the tomato rule.
Sometimes an even flow of
medicine cannot be maintained
for other reasons.
Daubert said there is one con
artist who travels the state persuading people to fund a large
grow operation that he promises
will yield large profits, then walks
off with the money. He’s also
heard complaints about caregivers

See CANNABIS, page 8
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who charge exorbitant prices or
don’t deliver the medicine to patients as promised.
Because the law does not include provisions for punishing
negligent caregivers or reasonable oversight that would limit the
opportunities of con artists, one
anonymous Missoula cardholder
said many patients like himself are
left without a legal source of medicine and no guarantee of justice.
“There are a lot of people taking advantage of new patients,” he
said. “There is no database of reliable caregivers.”

“The sound score verbalizes
some of the things you think but
never say, kind of like the bubble
over a comic book character’s
head,” said Karen Kaufmann, one
of the choreographers and a professor of dance at UM. “Dance
goes beyond the verbal and that’s
what’s so intriguing to me about
it. It really conveys so much of the
human experience without words.”
UM junior Jess Adair said
she was particularly interested in
watching how dancers portrayed
things without words, as much of
her media arts major focuses on
that. However, Adair admitted that
she didn’t grasp the meaning of

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu

MK

most of the dances.
“They’re all really cool, but
they just don’t seem to make much
sense to me,” said Adair, after
watching four girls dance together
on the lawn between the PARTV
Center and the Adams Center. “I
was thinking about dandelions
and them dying, but then the title
(of the dance) “F***N’ Fences”
doesn’t go with that.”
Faith Morrison, one of the
dancers in that performance and
the choreographer of the balcony
dance, said the choreographer
named it “F***N’ Fences” because she was frustrated with taking long detours to class because
of past campus construction in that
area.
Kathryn Barsotti, a UM sophomore who also watched “F***N’

Tuesday, October 6, 2009
Fences,” said she thought the
dance symbolized young girls
growing up together and then going their separate ways.
“It’s interesting how everyone
gets something different out of it,”
Barsotti said.
Heidi Jones Eggert, UM professor of dance and the choreographer
of a dance that took place in the
Clark Fork River, said she hoped
her performance allowed a venue
for people to daydream and step
out of their fast-paced routines.
“We hoped that during ‘Up
Stream’ people would just take a
few moments to slow down, observe and breathe easy,” Eggert
said. “Dance can happen anywhere.”
carmen.george@umontana.edu
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
FOR SALE
Curb Traders huge sale Saturday October
10th at Apple Days Festival. Free Snacks.
Downtown Hamilton.
PERSONALS
Free Quit Smoking/chewing kits at Curry.
243-2809 Rm 112

Montana Kaimin
Office Staff:

kiosk
KAIMIN

Feeling stressed? The TM technique
reduces anxiety. www.tm.org - Call
Paula 207-7496
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal counseling appointments available. Please call 243-4711

AD REPRESENTATIVES:
Amanda Conley
Hannah VanArsdell
Holly Calloway

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

Weight management, October 8 through
November 19, 5:30-7 p.m. $25 for 8
weeks including nutritional snacks! This
program is tailored to help you develop
healthy lifestyle habits for life long weight
management. We’ll share tips on how to
exercise effectively, eat healthy, and delve

into emotional eating, goal setting and
changing habits. Open to faculty, staff and
students. To register call 243-2833, or sign
up at Campus Rec.
SERVICES
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead
Guilty. Call 721-3726

Reliable PC/laptop repair.
Student discount! Computer Central 136
East Broadway 542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592

Callisa Block
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Tes Schaefer
Pam Jarnagin & Kara Naftz
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